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Greetings!
  Some of you may know already, but Paul got a burn on his chest and right arm. It 
happened in the morning, when I set my coffee down to get Paul off of the study desk. 
He has now learned to get up into chairs by himself. I set him down and was straight-
ening the papers he’d moved around, when I looked over my shoulder to see him grab 
the cup of hot coffee and spilling it on himself. He immediately started screaming and 
I took him to the tub to run water over him and cool the burn. It didn’t take long for 
Joanna and me to notice that his skin was coming off. The ambulance came and took 
Joanna and Paul, and the burn clinic kept him there for a few days. I talked with the 
doctor who worked in the emergency room, and he said Paul had between 1st and 2nd 
degree burns. Space on this letter doesn’t provide adequate room to tell of all the 
things that God worked out during this time. We are very thankful for the Lord’s mer-
cies and the prayers of the saints. Twice we were told in the hospital that Paul was 
healing unusually fast. A missionary family, whose son had gone through a similar sce-
nario earlier in his life, mailed Paul a get-well card and some toys. Paul is home and 
bandage-free. Joanna puts ointment on his chest daily to help the tissue heal. Yuroslav, 
a saved Ukrainian who attends the church, called me two weeks before the incident 
and told me he’s interested in going to visit people in hospitals, centers, etc. I asked the 
doctor if we might be able to come and visit people, and she said, “Maybe.”, so we’ll 
see. 
  On other matters, our registration went through successfully—we shouldn’t have to 
re-register until early next year. Gospel tracts are still being taken pretty well around 
the area we live in. There have been some good days of tract-passing in the market 
place nearby because of good weather and frequent passers-by. We are going to try and 
start working with the youth in the church soon. (We would have somewhat already, 
had we not been sick.) We, as a family, have been sick off and on for the last month 
and a half; it’s been very unusual.
  We are close to being able to get a vehicle soon—I think within a month or so. This 
will be helpful as we start to do more evangelism and ministering. We are very thank-
ful for that...I thought it might take a lot longer.
Please pray about the following: a possible meeting in a village in the middle of April 
(good weather would help); souls to be saved; our Russian language studies
Thank you for any and all prayers or support.  Sincerely, Rick, Joanna, Silas, and Paul


